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Our 2018 summer staff represented seven countries, two states, and a 
not-insignificant portion of Central Michigan University’s student body.

Hello, Team Skyline!
Here we grow!  There are so many overlapping and complementary ways in which this phrase is true of 
Skyline, I’m surprised we haven’t put that on a t-shirt (yet).  It is important to note that Skyline continues 
to pursue growth not for its own sake, but for the right-sizing required to achieve a truly sustainable 
organization that can confidently look to the future.

What are we growing?

The Program
Skyline’s programs continue to expand and strengthen. Summer registration numbers have grown 
over 300% from 2012 to 2018. We’ve successfully added youth leadership opportunities and trip camps 
during the summer. Our three- and four-year-old Wild Child campers are a couple of months into their 
wonderful new adventures, and we’re in the season of not just one, but two Women’s Retreats. 

The Place  
The challenge of maintaining existing facilities while adding modest new components has been keeping 
us on our toes. Two new cabins and an extraordinary new deck on the Dining Hall have gone a long way 
in absorbing our growth. There is more to do, some of which is detailed on the next page, and we’re 
excited for these projects to come to fruition.

The People  
All of the programs and the place are in the service of people, of course.  The enormous breadth of 
guests-clients-campers that Skyline serves is extraordinary.  It’s perhaps obvious to see the gifts Skyline 
offers to our young Wild Child campers as they trudge through the woods getting to know nature on a 
first-name basis. It’s clear to see progression for many of our special needs campers, whether they are 
15 or 65. We continue to hear wonderful feedback from our Women’s Retreat folks. 

Think also of our summer staff, though.  Young adults from Michigan and abroad who give a summer 
and become immersed in the rich tapestry of humanity that fills a Skyline camp season. They leave this 
place with experience and patience and creativity, moving forward on their journeys.  Skyline’s gifts are 
rooted firmly in this place and program, but they endure across Michigan and the world.

In some way, or many ways, you are part of Team Skyline.  Whether you participate here as a parent, a 
guest, a donor, or a volunteer, you help to make it possible for all who are blessed to receive from this 
place.  Thank you for what you give.

Matt Henry 
Executive Director 



2020 Capital Campaign
BUILDING INTO TOMORROW

Skyline’s growth includes a bricks-and-mortar component (or at least, hammer-and-nail).  We 
are happy to say that with the early pledges for this campaign, some of the projects have al-
ready begun to unfold. 

We need your support!
In the months ahead we will be asking for gifts to continue this campaign’s success. Those who 
are able to offer early support encourage others, so please consider what you are able to give! 

A brief look at what has commenced and what is emerging...

Dining Hall Deck
1350 square feet 
of added dining 
and activity 
space... A true 
lifesaver!

Two New Cabins
An additional 18 
beds in two lovely 
cabins with front 
porches & real(!) 
windows and 
doors.

Coming Up...
Additional Staff Housing
As Skyline grows, our need to have more staff on-site is a 
clear and achievable need.  We’re in the beginning phases 
of this project, and will need approximately $60,000 in 
support.

Near Future
Pool & pool-deck rehabilitation
Focus Hall roof replacement
Plow truck replacement

For any questions or to support this campaign, please contact 
Executive Director, Matt Henry, on 810-798-8240, matt@campskyline.org



Just Keep Growing on!
Skyline’s gardens have continued to grow and expand. Thanks 

to the deer fence completed in 2017, we were able to get an 
earlier start than ever before. This season over 700 pounds of 
produce went directly to our kitchen. That’s not to mention the 
pounds of snap peas, green beans, cucumbers, and even some 
onions that never made it out of the garden, and instead went 
straight into campers’ bellies!
As with any year, this season brought us many successes and 
a few failures in the garden. Our garden pests (including the 
occasional wayward sheep) had an especially big appetite for kale, 
cabbage, and broccoli. 

On the other hand, our cucurbits must have enjoyed the hot, 
dry summer. By August, we were harvesting more zucchini, 
cucumbers, and summer squash than we knew what to do with. 
We also had our first large garlic harvest, with nearly 500 heads, 
and plenty of lettuce, onions, potatoes, and tomatoes as well.  Our 
Harvest Festival was decorated with pumpkins and squash grown 
in the garden, and our Wild Child campers have harvested cherry 
tomatoes, zucchini, and pumpkins.
Stay tuned this fall for news about our new cold frame, which will 
allow us to extend our season earlier into the spring and later into 
the fall!

This spring, Eddie Jevahirian became the fourth and final brother in his family to complete his 
Eagle Scout project at Skyline with the construction of a beautiful (and much-needed) new goat 
fence. Eddie designed the fence, raised funds for materials, and enlisted many volunteers to help 
him complete this project over the course of several months. They worked through sun, rain, 
snow, and cold to make sure that the fence would be completed for goat birthing season and our 
summer campers. Eddie is a member of First Presbyterian Church in Birmingham and has loved 
visiting the goats since he was a young camper. We are so grateful for his hard work over the past 
year!

Goat Fence Complete!



The McComber Award honors outstanding 
support and service promoting the mission of 
Skyline. At our donor appreciation luncheon in May 
2018, we presented the McComber Award to Ann 
and Rick Reinman and the family of Jim and Janet 
Munson.

The Walden Award recognizes the counselors 
who most exemplify the qualities of Creativity, 
Compassion, Community, and Courage. This 
summer, Zoe Kerchen and Mark Shirran were 
chosen by their peers for this honor.

Ann and Rick Reinman 
are ever-present volunteers 

and cheerleaders for Skyline. 
Whether its directing traffic for Open House or 
serving in leadership of our Board of Directors, the 
Reinman’s commitment to this place is second-to-
none.  As a bonus for Skyline, the Reinman’s printing 
and promotional product business, Pinnacle, is our 
go-to vendor for just about everything we publish.

Zoe and Mark represent the geographic 
breadth of Skyline’s counselors.  

Zoe has lived her whole life 
about one mile from Skyline, as 

a member of the deeply-rooted 
Hough family. Mark came to Skyline 

from London, UK, with his girlfriend Emily, who herself 
was following in the footsteps of her mom and dad 
who were international counselors in the early 1990s!  
Both Zoe and Mark did a wonderful job this summer as 
part of an excellent staff.

Jim and Janet Munson loved and cared for 
Skyline for decades, and were tremendous 
supporters. Because both passed away 
within the past few years, Jim and Janet’s 
family received the McComber Award on their 
behalf. Jim and Janet are honored at Skyline 
with some rustic cedar benches atop the hill 
beneath a sugar maple.



The inaugural season of our Wild Child program 
is off to a wonderful start! Each day begins with 
a half hour of free play in the woods, where our 
three- and four-year-old campers learn to help 
each other climb up stumps, share spaces with 
new friends, and resolve the occasional conflict. 

Following our morning gathering, campers explore 
Skyline, trekking to a different destination every 
day. We regularly play at the farm and visit Shana 

once a week for music and movement. 
We still have spaces available for our winter and 

spring seasons. Please contact Erin at 
erin@campskyline.org for more information.



Camp Store by Lands’ End

Did you know that you can support Skyline while 
doing your holiday (or personal) shopping? Visit our 
website and sign up for Shop with Scrip to purchase 
gift cards for over 750 retailers, and a percentage of 
your purchase goes directly to Skyline! 

For example: You purchase a $100 Barnes and Noble 
gift card. You get the full $100 to spend, and Skyline 
receives an $8 donation at no extra cost to you.

You can also order cards directly from camp. Contact 
fundraising@campskyline.org for more information.

Our camp store has moved online! Visit our 
website to find our shop, hosted by Lands’ 
End. Here you can purchase high-quality 
shirts, fleece jackets, blankets, and more 

with an embroidered Skyline logo.

Shop with Scrip

Order your 2019 Skyline 
calendar today! This year’s 
calendar features animals 
of Skyline, both wild and 
tame. Order by phone 
248-644-2043 or on our 
website.

$10 each or 3 for $25
plus shipping

2019 Calendar

www.campskyline.org

New opportunities 
to support Skyline!
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What a lovely October afternoon 
it was at Skyline as we celebrated 

the marriage of Elizabeth Adair and 
Shawn McCloskey! Liz and Shawn 
both serve on Skyline’s Board of 
Directors, and are both part of 

our staff team - Liz as the Farm & 
Garden Manager, Wild Child leader 
and marketing maven, while Shawn 

is our Maintenance Supervisor.  

They are pictured here at the 
beginning of their marriage journey 

with Skyline Directors Matt and 
Shana Henry, who met at Skyline, 

and this year celebrated their 
twentieth anniversary.  Among 

many things over the years, Matt 
and Shana were camp counselors 

for Elizabeth when she was a 
camper here as young as 7.

Congratulations, all!


