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There’s a tremendous amount of advertising for camps that bring up the 
Magic of Camp.

Now, perhaps I’m a contrarian, but so be it. Hear me out: camp offers 
something better than Magic - and that’s Reality.  I don’t have anything 
against that special quality of an experience which has us searching for 
superlatives; like most, I seek out such experiences for myself and my 
family. Growing up in Australia in the 1980s, the go-to expression for 
such an occasion was “Unreal!”  Such opportunities are memorable and 
important.

Children have an abundance of opportunities for Magic moments; what 
they sometimes lack is an equal measure of Reality moments. Camp is 
certainly special, but it’s special because it is not “out-of-this-world,” 
but because it is grounded. I’m speaking of the Reality of earthworms 
and grazed knees, of lightning bugs and climbing trees.  And that’s what 
camp offers.  Even more, the Reality of human diversity is something that 
Skyline offers all of our campers. I believe that camp is the most Real sort 
of experience that anyone can have.

We look back on the summer we enjoyed in 2016 - more campers than 
ever - and look ahead to 2017, with some events and programs in the 
meantime. Our November Women’s Retreat is not “advertised” strongly 
in this newsletter, because its spaces are filled - a wonderful thing to be 
able to write six weeks before the event - and a terrific opportunity coming 
up for those participating to have one of those Reality experiences that 
Skyline offers.

We have just enjoyed our final Tour de Food (at least for now) - if you 
aren’t on our E-mailing list, you can visit TourDeFood.org to read more 
about the good reasons to let go of that event while it is still a success. For 
five years, Tour de Food connected hundreds of folks with local farmers 
and artisans over the years, achieving its aims proudly.

We hope you’ll enjoy the little tidbits we’re able to share in these 
few pages, and especially enjoy the pictures.  We have, as always, 
hundreds of pictures online which you can get to through our website,  
www.campskyline.org.

We are thankful for your involvement and support of Skyline and those 
very Real blessings which the whole Skyline community makes possible 
for one another. Unreal?  Nope, Real.

Peace,

Matt Henry
Executive Director

The Reality of Camp



Skyline’s new Wilderness Club 
takes place monthly 

on a Saturday afternoon 
between 1:00pm and 4:00pm.

We welcome all children between the 
ages of 8 and 14 who would like to 
participate. 

In fall, winter and spring, children 
will be able to experience the camp 
woods as they change from season to 
season. Wilderness Club is a chance 
for young people to connect with 
new and old friends and with the 
earth in all weather. 

Activities throughout the year may 
include exploration, investigation, 
hiking on and off-trails, archery, tree 
and plant ID, foraging, gardening, 
farm animal care, catch & release 
fishing, canoeing, kayaking, paddle 
boating, fire-building, shelter 
building, tracking, native animal 
stalking, tree climbing, pond 
investigation, group building on 
our low ropes course, crafting with 
natural materials and more.

For more information, please visit 
www.campskyline.org, or contact us 

810-798-8240, or 
erin@campskyline.org

Wilderness Club



Lana Wells: 
Ten Year Anniversary
A couple of summers ago, Skyline cook Lana 
Wells ran a few minutes late to work because of 
a car accident, which she brushed aside. Lana 
pushed through with her signature commitment 
and resilience, and served up a wonderful meal. 
Only later did it become clear that it had been 
quite a car-damaging (but not human-injuring) 
collision.  At this point,  she confessed “I had 
to get the meatloaf ready!” This is so typical of 
Lana’s heart for service and Skyline, though we 
wished that day she’d been more self-caring...

Lana is absolutely beloved by Skyline guests, and 
no wonder. Her skills in food preparation are 
matched by a sincere friendliness that is bolstered 
by a feisty sense of humor. Skyline has been blessed to have Lana serving here for a whole decade.

Recently, at Skyline, Lana and her husband Willie were thrown a surprise 50th Anniversary party. It was arranged 
by Lana’s granddaughter, our Food Service Manager, Kendra Talbot.  That family connection runs another 
generation, with Kendra’s daughter (Lana’s great-granddaughter) Chloee being a summer camper here the last few 
years.

Lana, we love you and are so grateful for the kindness and skill you bring to the kitchen and our guests. Here’s to 
the next decade!

Lana serving something delicious to Skyline Board Treasurer Ryan Reed, 
(and for once failing to hide from the camera).

A special camp for children from flint
It’s likely that you heard about our special 
additional camp week in August for children 
from Flint, MI.  We managed some front-page 
attention from our local media, which was nice 
- it’s always good to have our local community 
recognize our efforts.

Even better than that, of course, was the 
opportunity itself for a couple dozen children 
from Durant Tuuri Mott Elementary school. 
We worked with their Family Engagement 
Officer, Katie Hathaway, to arrange the whole 
undertaking, and the campers truly had 
excellent experiences.

This special camp was entirely covered by 
campership donations - thank you to those who 
made this a reality!



International counselors: Why and how do we do this?
It has become customary over the past several summers to hear some non-American accents emerging from our summer 
staff.  Working with recruiting agencies like Camp America, Skyline this summer brought eight wonderful folks, identified 
below with their flags. From left, Adam, Mark, Sara, Ellie, Pete and Hannah from the UK, Madi from Australia and Jordan 
from Ireland.  Bringing more than simply an interesting accent and unquenchable need to drink tea, these young adults help 
our campers to broaden their sense of the world.  Our American staff are also enriched by the global reach, and friendships 
that span oceans begin right here, every year.  How wonderful is that?!?

RIFLE RIVER EXpedition: 
Skyline goes a-wandering

For the first time in many years, Skyline took a substantial overnight trip in July to the Rifle 
River.  Over the course of three days, a dozen campers kayaked, canoed, then tubed down 
this lovely river, about two hours north of Skyline.

Each night the campers set up a new remote camp site, prepared meals, and enjoyed 
wonderful fellowship. Led by Camp Director Matt Henry, Program Leader Nick Anderson 
and Counselors Morgan Fry and Sara Bevan, the group was blessed with a nearly-deserted 
river, and fine weather until an excellent storm greeted them towards the end of the last day.

By all accounts, this was a terrific experience which we hope to include as a choice for 
campers for many years to come.



Summer 2016 at Skyline
Skyline continues to grow in 

summer camp registrations.
Some of this growth is due to 

our expansion of the Day Camp 
program, but the overnight camps 
have all been full-to-overflowing 
as well. Obviously this is very 
exciting for us, and a gratifying 
response to the efforts we’ve made 
to always improve programming, 
as well as bolder marketing.

Our core mission of making 
camp possible for those who 
might not otherwise have such 
a chance continues to drive the 
heart of what we do. As usual, this 
summer, more than a hundred campers were assisted in attending Skyline, reflecting tens of thousands of 
dollars in campership support.

Every year we strive to fund this generosity and we are thankful to those individuals and organizations 
who help us to get close. If you know of somebody who’s looking to make a difference, please steer them in our 
direction.

150

200

250

300

350

400

450

500

550

600

650
1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016

C
am

pe
rs

Skyline Campers, 1999-2016

Here's a chance for your kids to attend a classic summer camp...where they spend a week out-
side doing everything we used to do when we were kids growing up in the outdoors!

A great all around camp close to home.  Great for kids with a variety of interests....

Such a welcoming place!  A true camp experience.  
Walks in the woods, boating, swimming - no computers or telephones-- kids being kids.

How you get the Up North woodsy feel, but closer to home 
Special Needs camp is awesome.

I have been telling everyone about the wonderful treasure we found in Skyline! In a world over 
saturated with digital media, Skyline speaks our language and affirms the important lessons 

we're trying to teach our kids. Outdoor adventure and exploration is so good for the mind, body, 
and spirit. Keep up the good work! We'll be back.

Some words from our camper’s parents/guardians...



SOme cards we received in the mail...

These are a few of the 
cards received from 

children who came to 
camp this summer.

All of these children 
came only because of 

individuals who donated 
camperships.

To become one of our campership 
supporters, please visit 

campskyline.org, or contact us 
by phone 810-798-8240 or email 

office@campskyline.org.

As you can see, your kindness can 
have an enormous impact.



Skyline Camp & Retreat Center, 
Almont, MI

Day Camps   Overnight Camps   Retreats  
Conferences  Reunions  
Weddings  Band Camps

Skyline Camp and Retreat Center
5650 Sandhill Road, Almont MI 48003

Phone 810-798-8240    Fax 810-798-3680

Business Office
1669 W. Maple Rd., Birmingham, MI 48009
Phone 248-644-2043    Fax 248-644-8047

www.campskyline.org

U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
BIRMINGHAM
PERMIT NO.33

Get a hold of one (or many) of these 
beautifully made Skyline 2017 Calendars, 

highlighting Skyline’s ever-growing  
farm-and-garden program.

With its excellent photography and 
construction, our first calendar  

will make a thoughtful gift  
that also supports Skyline.

$12 each, or 3 for $30
plus shipping

Order by phone 
248-644-2043, or 

 www.campskyline.org


